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by Rev. James Parks, 
Upper Midwest Conference Superintendent 

Learning in Every Season  

                                      Do you want to know what I’ve learned recently? When you have one     
                                      arm a sling, you never really meet a stranger. 
 
I had my right shoulder replaced at the end of July, and for the past four weeks (with at least 
two more to go) I’ve been living life one-armed. What I didn’t expect is how often complete 
strangers stop to ask me about my arm. Many share their own shoulder surgery stories, while 
others tell me about a hip or knee replacement. It turns out a sling is a surprisingly good con-
versation starter! I even teased my church that maybe we should all wear slings if we want an 
easy way to share Jesus with others. 
 
That’s just one of the latest lessons I’ve learned. One of my priorities in life is to keep learning 
— to pay attention to the wisdom and knowledge that God places in front of me. Sometimes 
those lessons come through daily life, and other times they come more directly as the Lord 
shapes me as a disciple of Jesus. 
 
This fall is a natural season for learning. Students are heading back to classrooms, and in our 
churches, many small groups, Bible studies, and accountability groups are beginning again. It’s 
a wonderful time to grow in faith together. 
 
For example, I lead a group called Basic Bible where we read through a book of the Bible, a few 
chapters each week. The main “curriculum” is the questions people bring from their own read-
ing. I share insights as well, but I always say: I’d rather answer your real questions than the 
ones I assume you have. Those honest conversations help us dig into God’s Word in meaningful 
ways, and I see people growing in their confidence to read Scripture for themselves. 
 
As Global Methodists and as the Upper Midwest Conference, we are committed to helping one 
another grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. Our mission is to lovingly walk alongside laity and 
clergy as they make disciples and spread scriptural holiness around the globe. Sometimes 
that means providing resources, but often it simply means connecting you with another person 
or congregation who is passionate about the area of discipleship where you want to grow. We 
are stronger together, and we are always learning together. 
 
My prayer for you this fall is that the Holy Spirit will open new opportunities for you to learn, 
grow, and be shaped as a disciple of Jesus. May this be a season of wisdom, discovery, and 
grace. 
 
“Let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance.” — Proverbs 

1:5 



by Rev. Christina Sung, 
                         Upper Midwest Conference Prayer Team Leader 

Am I a Worldly Christian or a World-Class Christian?  

                                                                                              It happened in July 2007; 23 South Korean Christian young medi-
cal doctors and nurses went to Afghanistan as a volunteer mission trip and were held hostage by the Taliban 
in Afghanistan. Before the envoy arrived from South Korea, the leader of the mission team, a Pastor, was 
shot to death by the captors. He left behind his wife and nine-year-old daughter. Then, the second volunteer 
was executed. Sometime later, the remaining 21 hostages were released. They could spend their vacation at 
the beach or somewhere else for fun, but they chose to spend it sharing God's love with people in need. Will 
I choose suffering and hardship for the sake of Christ?  
      I recall that Pastor Rick Warren mentioned there are two kinds of Christians: world-class Christians and 
worldly Christians. Worldly Christians look to God primarily for personal fulfillment. They are saved, but self-
centered; they attend Christian concerts and seminars, but rarely find them at a mission conference. Their 
prayers focus on their interests, blessings, and happiness, as if it's a “me-first" faith: ask God to make their 
lives comfortable and fulfill their wishes -- instead of being used for God's purposes. World-class Christians, 
in contrast, recognize that they're saved to serve and are called to a mission both locally and globally. They're 
eager to receive a personal assignment and excited about the privilege of being used by God, despite hard-
ship. Their love for God and His people, as well as their joy, confidence, and enthusiasm, are contagious be-
cause they know they're making a difference. They wake up each morning expecting God to work through 
them. 
     Which type of Christian am I? Which type of Christian are you? How about your church? Which kind of 
Christian do you think God wants us to be? I do not believe God wants us all to go to Africa or Asia to share 
the Good News, but I do think that we are all called to share the Good News wherever we live — whether at 
our workplaces, at home, or in the community. And surely you can PRAY for God's mission right here, where 
you are, and with your church family; pray for the resources of people, finances, and the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit upon the nations, salvation for the lost, the least, the last, the nameless, and the broken hearted, 
as well as blessings for all God's works, etc. Remember, prayer opens the way for God Himself to do His 
work in and through His people. Intercession links our inadequacy and God's omnipotence. Lord, cause us 
to be an intercessor for Your Kingdom. Amen.  

  Join the Monthly Prayer Zoom:   https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/prayer 

************************************************ 
 Methodism is a Lay-Driven Movement 

by Rev. Dr. Travis Stevick 
Pastor, Grace Methodist Church, Marcus, IA 

                         youtube.com/tstevick1 •  traviststevick.substack.com 

In today’s world, when we think about starting a new church, or taking  
the gospel to a new place, I think it is easy to want to ask first about who  
will lead it. We need to find a leader, make sure they have some training, a vision, and all the rest. Other 
things need to be planned, but we often act as if communities of faith stand or fall based on their leaders, 
and this is often the pastor. 
That isn’t how it has always been, though. Methodism, in its earliest days, was hugely lay-driven. They could-
n’t help but be driven by the laypeople. There were only ever a handful of ordained clergy involved with the 
Methodists in those early days. We often think of the spread of Methodism as taking place when Wesley and 
the other preachers traveled from place to place and proclaimed the gospel. That was part of it, to be sure, 
but more of the spreading happened when Lay leaders moved from one place to another, taking their faith 
with them.                                                                 (continued on the next page) 
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                                                                                                    (Continued article,  Methodism is a Lay-Driven movement) 

We see this perhaps most clearly in the rise of Methodism in America. It was laypeople, not clergy, who got 
things going. The people recognized a need and rose to meet it and then leadership caught up, sent a pas-
tor, and included them in a circuit. More often than not, new preaching stations started because Method-
ists in one town realized that there was a new settlement but it didn’t have a class meeting, so they went 
and started a small group. 
 
Speaking of small groups, all the preaching in the world can’t make disciples of people who don’t live their 
lives for Jesus every day. The preaching made a difference, but the REAL heroes of early Methodism were 
the class leaders who helped people think about their Christian life, how they were living, how they needed 
to grow, and how to take the next steps of faith. 
 
This really isn’t anything new. Right after we read of Stephen being stoned to death as the first Christian 
martyr, we read, “On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except 
the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria” (Acts 8:1b). It is sad that the people scattered, 
but they took their faith with them. The gospel didn’t spread primarily because the apostles took it places, 
it was because ordinary Christians took their faith wherever they went and made a difference wherever 
they lived. 
 
We are called to be disciples who make disciples. As we make those disciples, we are also called to spread 
scriptural holiness across the globe. That isn’t just a call for clergy. It is a call for every Global Methodist, 
every Christian. Step up into leadership. Start a small group. Start to pray about a new church plant, one 
that starts with the people, not the pastors. After all, that is our heritage, both as Methodists and as Chris-
tians. 

*********************************************** 

 

Women’s Ministry in the Upper Midwest 
by Becky Heeren 

Upper Midwest Conference Women’s Ministries Coordinator  
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again:  
Rejoice!” - Philippians 4:4 NIV  

We have identified our first MISSION PROJECT! Rejoice! Women’s Ministries is excited to support Blessman 
International, a faith-based mission organization in South Africa (our Upper Midwest partner Conference). 
Their Girls Empowerment Products are given to girls in impoverished areas, enabling them to attend school 
every day. Packed with feminine hygiene products, the Crossbody Purses we sew can give opportunities, pro-
vide dignity, and truly change lives. 
 

Here’s an inspiring video to share this project with your women’s group!   

View this video at…...https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3uaD_bHfVKM 
 

If you’re interested in participating, ask for the instructions for the Crossbody Purse by contacting Becky 
Heeren at womensministry@uppermidwestgmc.org.  She will email you the instructions.  Or go to the Face-
book page, Rejoice! Women’s Ministries-Upper Midwest GMC-Facebook.  The instructions are there too.  
                                                                                                              (article continued on next page) 



 

Mark Your Calendar for  
Bishop Webb’s Visit to the  

Upper Midwest  in September! 

 
We are excited to announce that Bishop Mark J. Webb will be visiting the Upper Midwest 

Conference September 23-25, 2025! 
              
There will be two opportunities to join in on his visit:   

• Tuesday, September 23rd at First Church in Marshalltown, IA 
• Thursday, September 25th at Aldersgate Church in Aberdeen, SD 

                                                                                                                                                     (Rejoice, Women’s Ministry continued) 

Our REJOICE! Women’s Ministry is on Facebook! Go to Facebook and look up Rejoice! Women’s Ministry –
Upper Midwest GMC. It is a private group, so you will need to ask to join. We will review and accept you. 

We need all of you to help make this a place to show what God is doing through your women’s group. Share 

announcements and photos of your events. Post discussion topics, your favorite Bible verses or songs, ques-

tions about how to improve your women’s ministry, etc. Check back often to see what other women are do-

ing around the Conference. 

Our goals are to connect and resource Women’s Ministries across the Upper Midwest Global Methodist 
Church. We are eager to engage with your questions, dreams, hopes, and success stories of women’s minis-
tries in your setting. We’d love to hear from you! Email us at: womensministry@uppermidwestgmc.org 

                                     “We rejoice in whom God has made us!”   

***************************************************** 

UPPER MIDWEST ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

*************************************************** 

Save the Date 
Upper Midwest Annual Conference 2026 

June 19-21, 2026 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1011329353896024
mailto:womensministry@uppermidwestgmc.org?subject=&body=


 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION!!!! 

 

Our new mailing address for the Upper Midwest Conference 
including Connectional Funding payment mailings is: 

Upper Midwest Conference 
PO Box  53 

                                    Watertown, SD 57201 
Please begin using this address effective immediately. If you 
have mailed payments since June 1st to the old address and 
they have not cleared your bank yet it is probably due to the 
mail being forwarded. Our Finance team is working to post 
these payments as quickly as possible once they receive them. 

Please make sure the Treasurer of 

your church has this information!  

 

                                                                                                                                                    (Bishop’s Visit, cont.) 

During each of those opportunities there will be three Sessions: 
• “Heart of a Leader” Meeting with Clergy from 1-4 PM 
• Clergy Dinner (more info to come) 
• “Mission of the Church” Worship Service, Open to Everyone, with Music and Commun-
ion from 6:30-8:30 PM 
     Please let us know you will be attending by completing the registration form. 
                                         Deadline to register is September 19th! 

To fill out your registration, go to:  https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXU-
1PS_88kwn8emAD1RtAKMaHy7rR1ThRjqQnG_qn-i_1Dg/viewform 

********************************************************** 

 

**************************************************** 

Join the Upper Midwest Directory 

                                                                              Want to be a part of or access the Directory? Send us an email  
                                                                              to: contact@uppermidwestgmc.org and let us know. We will then                         
                                                                              send you an invitation to access the Directory in the Church 
                                                                              Center *online app or through the mobile app* where you can: 
Make your contact information available for those in our Conference to see. (You select what to share) 
View the contact information for those who have made their contact information available. 

Since we have added all of the pictures taken of individuals at Annual Conference it is much easier to put 
names with faces and connect with others in our Conference! 
 
*You can access the online app using a web browser at: uppermidwestgmc.churchcenter.com/home    * Using 
your mobile device (phone, ipad, etc), go to the app store or play store and search for “Church Center App” 
and download to your mobile device.  When setting up your Church Center App on your mobile device be 
sure to search for the Upper Midwest Conference using the zip code 57201. 

mailto:contact@uppermidwestgmc.org
https://uppermidwestgmc.churchcenter.com/home
https://uppermidwestgmc.churchcenter.com/home
https://www.apple.com/app-store/
https://play.google.com/store/apps?hl=en_US


NEW Churches, Appointments, Assignments and Moving to Senior Status 
 

September 1, 2025 
Timothy Hardin assigned to Community Church in Colesburg, IAII 

GLOBAL METHODIST ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Join Us in Prayer for the 2026 General Conference 
Now that we are approaching the one year mark until the 2026 General Confer-

ence, the Prayer Committee of the General Conference Commission invites you 

into a dedicated season of intercession. The newly released Prayer Guide, availa-

ble in all six of our official languages, is designed to inform and enrich your prayers 

as together we seek the Lord to empower, strengthen, and lead our Global Meth-

odist movement, all to His great glory. As you pray, may you also be enriched and 

empowered in His Presence.     

New Global Methodist Church 
Website 

 
The NEW Globalmethodist.org website is now 
Live! This upgrade reflects the growth and new 
season of our denomination. Updates will con-
tinue as new needs and resources arise.   

Go To: https://www.globalmethodist.org/ 

Use the following link to access the Sept/Oct prayer guide for 2026 General Conference:  

https://uppermidwestgmc.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?

u=64124f1d5b1170491dea9f3cf&id=735241fc5d&e=7daaa18dbb 

***************************************************************** 

***************************************************************** 
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                    Upper Midwest Prayer Opportunities  

The Upper Midwest Conference 
Daily Noon Prayer 

Can you imagine what would happen in the 
spiritual realm if we prayed the same prayer 

together at noon daily? 
Join Us and Let’s Find Out! 

https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/prayer 

Scheduled Zoom Prayer Meetings 
Please click the button below and let us 
know that you would like to join and we 

will send you the link. 
Monthly on the 3rd Tuesday 

                     at 7:00 PM (CST) 

prayer@uppermidwestgmc.org 

***************************************************************** 

***************************************************** 

Sign up for our Upper Midwest Newsletter  

Subscribe at:  https://

www.uppermidwestgmc.org/newsletter 

Global Methodist Church “Across the Globe” News-

letter  Subscribe at: 

           https://www.globalmethodist.org/connect 

**Note: The Deadline for Newsletter Articles/

Info is the 20th of the Month.  

Don't miss out on the latest updates, inspiration, and 

more—delivered straight to your inbox. Sign up 

now!   

September 17-19, 2025 
New Room Conference 

 
September 22 -26, 2025 

Bishop Webb visits the Upper  
Midwest 

 
September 25 -27, 2025 

Nebraska GMC Gathering 

November 6-18, 2025 
Mission Trip to South Africa 

 
June 19-21, 2026 

Upper Midwest Annual Conference 
 

August 30-September 5, 2026 
General Conference, Johannesburg, 

S Africa 

Full Calendar can be viewed at:   https://uppermidwestgmc.churchcenter.com/calendar?view=list 

MORE INFORMATION 



 

Lovingly walk alongside laity and clergy as they make disciples of Jesus Christ 
who worship passionately, love extravagantly and witness boldly. 
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