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We are excited to announce that Bishop Mark J. Webb will be visiting the Upper Midwest Confer-
ence September 23-25, 2025! 
There will be two opportunities to join in on his visit: 
• Tuesday, September 23rd at First Church in Marshalltown, IA 

• Thursday, September 25th at Aldersgate Church in Aberdeen, SD 
During each of those opportunities there will be three Sessions: 

• “Heart of a Leader” Meeting with Clergy from 1-4 PM 

• Clergy Dinner (more info to come) 
• “Mission of the Church” Worship Service, Open to Everyone, with Music and Communion from 6:30-
8:30 PM 
Please let us know you will be attending by completing the registration form. 

                       Deadline to register is September 19th! 
Go to the following address to register:  https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXU-

1PS_88kwn8emAD1RtAKMaHy7rR1ThRjqQnG_qn-i_1Dg/viewform 

Bishop Mark J. Webb to Visit the Upper Midwest and You Are Invited 
********************************************************* 
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Every Church Plants:  
The Task Before Us 

What is the task before us as the people of 
the Global Methodist movement? 
It is nothing less than recovering the multi-
plying DNA of the gospel and the evangelis-
tic zeal of our historic Methodist movement. 
It is to become a movement where Every 
Church Plants. 

 

But Why “Every Church Plants”? 
When we look at the New Testament churches, church history, and the history of our scriptural 
Methodist movements what we find is that healthy churches don’t simply grow large; they mul-
tiply. 
They multiply disciples, raise up leaders, and birth churches that birth churches. 
This is not new strategy - it is who we are and who we must be. Every Church Plants is not some 
program, it is a vision rooted in the way of Jesus and carried forth in our Methodist heritage. 
• Jesus commanded it in the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18–20) and Acts 1:8 

• Paul instructed it in 2 Timothy 2:2. 
• The early church lived it out, like in Acts 11:19-26 where “some men” shared the Gospel and 
we first were called Christians. 
• John Wesley and the early Methodists spread the movement through discipleship bands and 
rapid church planting across England and the American frontier, at one point planting on average 
more than 700 churches per year. 
     Multiplication has always been at the heart of how God grows His kingdom. Be fruitful and 
multiply. 
     Now this vision belongs to us in the Upper Midwest. Our communities, counties, and cities 
are filled with people who need a living witness to the gospel. Not every church will multiply in 
the same way but all can participate by actively raising disciple-makers, developing and sending 
leaders, supporting church planting efforts, and launching a fresh expression of ministry in their 
community. 
 How do we assess this across our 7 states and varied context of congregations? In healthy, 
multiplying movements three marks are present: 
• Disciples making disciples making disciples. 
• Leaders empowering leaders 
• Churches planting churches 
This is not a program or a formula. It is the natural fruit of prayerful discernment, bold obedience, 
and Spirit-led courage. 
  Already, we see small signs of this vision taking root. In Des Moines a new congregation is being 
planted; a number of our new church starts, like Harvest Church in Bismarck, ND, are being bold 
in taking new ground in their communities; long established churches are cultivating a sending 
mindset, such as Prairie View Church in Ollie, IA (a rural village of 200) who is sowing generously 
with monthly support to a new church start or like Aldersgate Church in Aberdeen, SD who has 
been the support/sending church for Rapid City Faith Community. movement.  



                                                                                    Every Church Plants: The Task Before Us, cont. 
In our conference ALL are called to participate in shaping the multiplication culture that is 
needed in this Global Methodist Movement. 
   The task before us is clear: we are not here to maintain the church, but to multiply it. We are 
builders laying the foundations and developing an intentional culture where Spirit-led dis-
cernment, intentional discipleship, and healthy multiplication can be “the way we’ve always 
done it.” 
So here is the question for every congregation in the Upper Midwest: 
   As a congregation, How is it with our soul? 

   Is our mindset Survival, Maintenance, or Mission? Pick up an assessment tool at the Bishop’s 
Gatherings this month or email multiplicationteam@uppermidwestgmc.org for a digital copy. 

Together, we can see the gospel multiply across Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Montana, and Wyoming. Together, we can live into our historic and future vision: 
Every Church Plants. 
     Together, we can see the gospel multiply across Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Montana, and Wyoming. Together, we can live into our historic and future vision: 
Every Church Plants. 
     Reach out to us at multiplicationteam@uppermidwestgmc.org for tools, coaching, and 
support as we move together toward becoming a conference where Every Church Plants. 

     Join the Monthly Multiplier Zoom Call (Third Saturday, 10 AM CST) to connect with other 
leaders. Find the link for the zoom call on our website calendar. 

 

          UPPER MIDWEST ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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The Connectional Council has approved the 2026 rates for the GMC Clergy Health Insurance 
Plans. You can view the full rate schedule below.  
 
Ordinarily, GuideStone provides rate proposals in the fall. However, understanding that local 
churches are already preparing budgets for the coming year, GuideStone made a special effort 
to release the 2026 rates early—a reflection of their strong partnership with the GMC. 
  Rate Adjustments 
Premium rates will increase by 4.5% across all plans in 2026. 
 
While no increase is ideal, this adjustment is considered very modest in today’s health insur-
ance market. A recent survey of 2026 employer-sponsored health insurance plans revealed 
anticipated increases between 6% and 8%. Marketplace (healthcare.gov) plans are expected to 

rise by 15%, and some major insurers have proposed hikes as high as 25–30%. 

2026 Clergy Health Insurance 
                     Premiums Announced 



Even with the 2026 increase, our clergy health insurance rates remain slightly lower than 
what was charged in 2024 under a previous provider. 
 
Open Enrollment 
Open enrollment for 2026 will take place in late October. At that time, clergy may switch to 
any of the GMC/GuideStone plans offered. 
• The four current plan options will remain the same in 2026. 
• Deductibles and out-of-pocket maximums will not increase. 
• If no action is taken, a participant’s 2025 plan will automatically roll over into 2026. 
• Still, we strongly encourage clergy to review the plans carefully and make an active 
choice to ensure they are enrolled in the plan that best fits their needs. 
Dental and Vision 
Dental and vision insurance rates will not be available until this fall. These rates are set by ex-
ternal vendors rather than GuideStone. Historically, they have remained stable, and if in-
creases occur, they are generally minimal. 
Keeping Costs Down 
Many ask how our health insurance remains more affordable compared to the broader mar-
ket. The most effective way we can keep rates manageable is by collectively choosing 
healthier lifestyles. 
• Adopt healthy eating habits. 
• Establish regular exercise routines. 
• Schedule annual physicals and screenings recommended by your physician. 
Most preventive procedures and tests are fully covered at no cost to participants.  
You can learn more about preventive services by going to Guidestones website and find 
the GuideStone Preventive Care, and for personalized wellness support, contact the Clarity 
Care Coordinators at 1-866-472-0924. 
Have questions? If you have any questions or need to speak to someone on our Benefits Team, please 

email us at benefits@globalmethodist.org   

********************************************************* 

                   GLOBAL METHODIST ANNOUNCEMENTS  

                                   Join Us in Prayer for the 2026 General Conference 
 

Now that we are approaching the one year mark until the 2026 General Con-

ference, the Prayer Committee of the General Conference Commission invites 

you into a dedicated season of intercession. The newly released Prayer Guide, 

available in all six of our official languages, is designed to inform and enrich 

your prayers as together we seek the Lord to empower, strengthen, and lead 

our Global Methodist movement, all to His great glory. As you pray, may you 

also be enriched and empowered in His Presence.  

 

  

mailto:benefits@globalmethodist.org


GENERAL CONFERENCE PRAYER POINTS: 

Please pray the following prayer points for the 2026 General Conference gathering of the Global Method-

ist Church:  

GOD’S GUIDANCE FOR WISDOM AND CLARITY for the Commission on General Conference including the 

following teams: Finance, Legislative, Credentialing and Registration, Hospitality, Housing and Logistics, 

Worship, Translation, International Relations, Communications, Missions and the Prayer Team. “For the 

Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.”–Proverbs 2:6  

 

GOD’S PEACE rests and rules over Johannesburg and South Africa as a whole. “And let the peace of Christ 

rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.” –Colossians 3:15  

 

THOSE ATTENDING THE 2026 GENERAL CONFERENCE who require a visa for entry.  “It is the Lord who 

goes before you. He will be with you; he will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.” Deu-

teronomy 31:8 A SPIRIT OF PRAYER to fall afresh on this move of the Holy Spirit in the Global Methodist 

Church. “Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 

persevere in supplication for all the saints.”  

********************************************************** 

                                          MORE INFORMATION 

 

Sign up for our Upper Midwest Newsletter  

Subscribe at:  https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/

newsletter 

                 Global Methodist Church  

            “Across the Globe” Newsletter  Subscribe at: 

           https://www.globalmethodist.org/connect 



 

 
September 22 -26, 2025 

Bishop Webb visits the Upper Midwest 
 

September 25 -27, 2025 
         Nebraska GMC Gathering 

 
 

November 6-18, 2025 
        Mission Trip to South Africa 

 
August 30-September 5, 2026 

General Conference, Johannesburg, S Africa 

Upper Midwest Prayer Opportunities  

 

The Upper Midwest Conference 
Daily Noon Prayer 

Can you imagine what would happen in 
the spiritual realm if we prayed the same 

prayer together at noon daily? 
Join Us and Let’s Find Out! 

https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/prayer 

Scheduled Zoom Prayer Meetings 
Please click the button below and let us 
know that you would like to join and we 

will send you the link. 
Monthly on the 3rd Tuesday 

                     at 7:00 PM (CST) 

prayer@uppermidwestgmc.org 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Full Calendar can be viewed at:   https://uppermidwestgmc.churchcenter.com/calendar?



 

Lovingly walk alongside laity and clergy as they make disciples of Jesus Christ 
who worship passionately, love extravagantly and witness boldly. 
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