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God’s Grace in the Sacraments  
by Rev. Ross Reinhiller, 

                             Upper Midwest Conference Vice Superintendent 

 

Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
Blessed is the one who takes refuge in him. 

– Psalm 34:8 

The Lord is good to us! He knows what we need before we ask and provides beyond our expectations. This 

past month, we gathered for our second Annual Conference, and God’s hand was evident. One of the joys for 

me was the interest in the sacraments. Bishop Webb spoke about the Global Methodist view of sacraments. 

In a world that pulls us in so many directions, it is wonderful to be with people who want to focus on the 

grace of God, the saving work of our Savior, and the indwelling presence of the Spirit. God’s grace is manifest 

in the sacraments!  

I rejoice first that the sacraments are available to all people. No one is excluded from receiving baptism or 
the Lord’s Supper. God longs for the intimacy provided by his grace through these acts. He wants us to taste 
and see that he is good. 
 
I rejoice that he trusts us to administer the sacraments not only with sincerity but with understanding. In the 

everyday press of life with its thousands of demands screaming for our attention, God provides the church, a 

place where we gather at a table and remember that we are cared for by a loving Savior. We bring our chil-

dren, or we bring ourselves to the font or pool to acknowledge and pledge ourselves to the new life Jesus 

provides. God’s church ensures that those who serve us understand what they are doing. 

I am grateful that provision is made so that no one is excluded from the sacraments. We do not hold to 

something magical in ordination so that only those with a certain title or degree can offer the sacra-

ments. The Global Methodist Church makes sure that, whatever the title or degree of the person offering the 

sacraments, they have been instructed in the meaning and the means of the sacraments.  

We are reminded that we serve each other as we serve Christ. Pastors share their time with other parishes to 

support people who may not have someone instructed in the sacraments in their local church. It is our joy 

that every person who worships in a Global Methodist Church knows that our strength is in the unity of the 

body, and the body is bigger than our local church. When we are asked to bless the elements, participate in 

baptism, those who have been instructed in the sacraments answer with a resounding yes!  
    

Taste and see that the Lord is good.  God provides! 

Rev. Ross Reinhiller, Upper Midwest Conference Vice Superintendent 

 



 

Mid-Year Discipleship Challenge 
by Rev. Zach Kingery  

 
July marks the halfway point of the year, which means it is a great time to pause for the spiritual discipline of 
self-examen and ask a vital question for your walk with Christ and for our mission as His Church: Who am I 
discipling right now? 
 
To be a Conference where Every Church Plants, we must have a renewed focus on discipleship, not as a pro-
gram, but as the daily, missional life of a disciple. Too often, discipleship gets reduced to a curriculum or a 
class, when, in fact, it is a call to intentional and reproducible relationships centered on Jesus Christ.  
 

Discipleship is not a responsibility only for pastors; it is for every follower of Jesus. In Matthew 28:19-20, Je-
sus commissions all of His followers to “go and make disciples.” That command hasn’t changed. Every Chris-
tian should be both growing in their own faith and helping someone else do the same. 
 
Paul gives a clear picture of this in 2 Timothy 2:2 when he tells Timothy, “And the things you have heard me 
say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach oth-
ers.” Disciples who make disciples who make disciples! This is multiplication, and it’s how the early church 
spread from a small group of followers to a global movement. 
 
This month, we’re issuing a Mid-Year Discipleship Challenge to every leader, pastor, and believer in our Con-
ference, and we encourage you to share this challenge with your family and congregation: 
 
Ask yourself three simple questions: 
1.  Who have I personally shared Christ with in the past three months, and have I followed up? 
2.  Who are you intentionally discipling with the agreed-upon goal that they will disciple someone else? 
3.  In my role as a member of my local congregation (because we all have a role), who am I intentionally 
equipping to do what I do? 
     
It’s time to take action. True discipleship is more than information transfer; it's walking with someone in 
faith, lovingly holding them accountable to holy living, and helping them share the Gospel to see souls saved 
and lives transformed. 



Multiplication Team Update: Mid-Year Discipleship Challenge by Rev. Zach Kingery, cont. 

The most effective way to be a vibrant, community-transforming church is to take meaningful steps where 
disciple-making is normal, expected, and celebrated. Imagine a church where every believer is helping some-
one grow in Christ. That’s the kind of church that multiplies naturally. And it starts with you.  

As you reflect on your own walk with Jesus and your role in His mission, don’t overcomplicate it. Start with 
one person. One relationship. One intentional conversation. Discipleship begins small, but it doesn’t stay 
small.  

• Join the Monthly Multiplier Zoom Call (Third Saturday, 10 AM CST) to connect with other leaders. (Zoom 
link found on our event calendar)  

• Want encouragement in launching an active discipleship culture in your church? Reach out to the       Mul-
tiplication Team!   

 
Email us at multiplicationteam@uppermidwestgmc.org 

Did You Miss Annual Conference?  

 

Bringing New Room    
Conference to Your 

Church 
I am excited to announce that Seedbed has 

recently released the specifications and 

prices for churches and small groups to host 

a satellite site for this year’s New Room 

Conference, titled, “Word + Spirit.”   

This year’s Conference is being hosted by Frazer Church in Montgomery, Alabama, which is too far for 

many people to travel. Last year during the last session of the conference, I felt the Lord impressed me to 

promote the development of satellite sites so more people can be blessed by this conference.  

This conference is designed to help people experience the fullness of God’s presence and love found in Je-

sus Christ, then to go out and share it with others. Since we are trying to multiply our churches, this could 

be a wonderful event to help launch new churches.  

This year’s Annual Conference meeting in Sioux City, IA, was a great opportunity to learn, be inspired, and 

connect with people all over our region. Videos of the different worship services from our 2025 Annual Con-

ference are available on our YouTube channel and our Website. Feel free to share these with others from 

your local church who would like to be informed and inspired.  

GO TO:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIUq0W7V_b9fGnG_MEMo0w 

https://outlook.live.com/mail/inbox/id/AAkALgAAAAAAHYQDEapmEc2byACqAC%2FEWg0AjZ8YainWCkq%2FXrGulY4%2B2AAIXlY2QwAA#x_multiplication
https://uppermidwestgmc.churchcenter.com/calendar?view=list
mailto:multiplicationteam@uppermidwestgmc.org?subject=&body=


 

 

 

 

 
Bringing New Room Conference to Your Church by R. Andrew Maxwell, cont. 

I’ve been blessed to attend four of these conferences in person. And saw God move in powerful ways at 
them. They are tremendous times of spiritual renewal and refreshment. It is a great blessing that these con-
ferences can be held in our homes and churches for a minimal cost. 
 
As for specifics on hosting a satellite site, I can’t say it any better than Anna Grace Legband from Seedbed 
who wrote: 
 
“This year, you can fully participate in the New Room Conference, September 17–19— from wherever you 
are. 
 
Join us for a Local Gathering, our livestream experience hosted by J.D. Walt and friends from the Wake-Up 
Call. 
 
Local Gatherings are designed for churches, small groups, ministry teams, and anyone longing for awakening 
who can’t join us in person in Montgomery. 
 
Whether you gather in a sanctuary, a living room, or anywhere in between, you’ll worship, pray, and en-
gage with powerful teaching—sowing seeds for  awakening in your own context, alongside the New Room 
family. 
 
Pricing: 
Individual (though we recommend doing this with a group) 

• $59 Full Conference 
• $19 Evening sessions only (Wednesday & Thursday) 

Group of 5–20 
• $199 Full Conference 
• $99 Evening sessions only (Wednesday & Thursday) 

Group of 20 or more 
• $399 Full Conference 
• $199 Evening sessions only (Wednesday & Thursday) 

 
Want to learn more?  
Register at: https://my.seedbed.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/nrc25-local-productimage-scaled.jpg   

Access the local gathering information packet at:  chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/
https://my.seedbed.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Local-Gathering-2025-Information-Packet.pdf?
utm_source=Seedbed&utm_campaign=0730b5f5c2-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_09_27_12_59_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-92167e2b75-
118002164&mc_cid=0730b5f5c2&mc_eid=5c27f32839 

We’d love to host a meeting with God alongside you—let’s sow for a Great 
Awakening in every heart, home, church, and city together. 
 
For the Awakening, 
Anna Grace Legband” 
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Women’s Ministry  
in the Upper Midwest  

by Becky Heeren 
Upper Midwest Conference Coordinator for  

Global Methodist Women’s Ministries 

We experienced an amazing Women’s Ministry Breakout “Centered and Equipped” Annual Conference 2025 
in Sioux City.  Pastor Melody Williams led the packed room of women (and a couple of men!) through a 
meaningful and spirit-led time together. Rejoice!   
 
Doing Women’s Ministry in the Global Methodist Church is rooted in our Wesleyan traditions and focused on 
love, love of God and people. We can all build a community to support each other when struggles threaten to 
divide us. Our brief experience with a Discovery Bible small group demonstrated one way of connecting with 
other women and deepening our Christian faith. 
 
Pastor Melody is happy to share her resources with you. Just email or call:   
pastormelody@protonmail.com or 815-656-0565. 
      
Our REJOICE! Women’s Ministry is now on Facebook! Go to Facebook and look up Rejoice! Women’s Ministry 
–Upper Midwest GMC. It is a private group, so you will need to ask to join. We will review and accept you. 
      
We need all of you to help make this a place to show what God is doing through your women’s group. Share 
announcements and photos of your events. Post discussion topics, your favorite Bible verses or songs, ques-
tions about how to improve your women’s ministry, etc. Check back often to see what other women are do-
ing around the Conference. Rejoice!  
      
Check out our Facebook page (Women’s Ministry Facebook Group) at:  https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1011329353896024 
      
May we help promote YOUR events? Just send us your details, and we will publish them in the Global Meth-
odist Church Newsletter under Women’s Ministries Rejoice! 
      
Our goals are to connect and resource Women’s Ministries across the Upper Midwest Global Methodist 
Church. We are eager to engage with your questions, dreams, hopes, and success stories of women’s minis-
tries in your setting. We’d love to hear from you! Email us at: womensministry@uppermidwestgmc.org 
 
“We rejoice in whom God has made us!”   
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!”  

mailto:pastormelody@protonmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1011329353896024
mailto:womensministry@uppermidwestgmc.org?subject=&body=


Texas Flooding  
Disaster Response 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION!!    
Our new mailing address for the Upper Midwest Con-

ference including Connectional Funding payment 

mailings is:  

Please begin using this address effective immediately. 

If you have mailed payments since June 1st to the old address and they have not cleared your bank yet it is 

probably due to the mail being forwarded. Our Finance team is working to post these payments as quickly as 

possible once they receive them.  

Upper Midwest Conference                                                                   
PO Box  53                                                                             Watertown, SD 57201 

To the Upper Midwest Conference, 
 
I am sure we have all heard the news of the flooding in Texas and the grim reports of so many who have lost 
their lives. As we pray for God's glory in the midst of this tragedy, we can also assist in supporting the early 
responders already on the ground, ministering to the communities. At this time, they have not called for out-
of-area responders as they do not have the facilities or the abilities to host traveling teams who would need 
to be housed at this time. The Global Methodist Church does have some partners in the affected areas, 
though, that we can pray for and support financially.   
 
The Mid-Texas Conference of the Global Methodist Church is located in the heart of this disastrous flooding. 
We can make donations directly to the conference to be used to support the local response.  You may find 
that information at:  https://www.midtexasgmc.org/midtexas-response 
 
Also, On Mission Network, a new official Disaster Ministry Partner we approved last month, is on site doing 
great work. We can donate directly to them at:  https://www.onmissionnetwork.org/donate 
 
The Upper Midwest Disaster Response Committee will continue to follow the situation and will send out a 
notice advising when the area is ready for teams to head south. If you have any questions, please contact 
your Presiding Elders, or the Conference Disaster Committee at disasterresponse@uppermidwestgmc.org 

Peace, 
Pastor Phil Rogers 
Conference Disaster Coordinator   

UPPER MIDWEST ANNOUNCEMENTS  

mailto:disasterresponse@uppermidwestgmc.org


Prayers for Texans Impacted by Devastating Floods 
We were shocked, devastated, and saddened by the news that swept through Central Texas and the Hill 
Country over the Fourth of July holiday weekend. In times of loss, let us join people in Texas and every-
where else and ask God for His help in recovery, comfort, healing, safety, and strength. 
 

Let’s pray, 

 
Heavenly Father, we come to You with a broken heart, knowing times of disaster bring uncertainty and fear. 
They can shake us to our core, test us, and stretch us beyond our limits of possibility. We can't imagine how 
hard this must be for them. 

So, we come to You, almighty God, trusting You never forget Your people, and declare Your goodness in Chr. 
16:34, "Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.” Lord, please bless every-
one who is directly or indirectly affected by this horrifying storm. Please surround them with Your love and 
grant them hope and shalom, only You can provide. We ask for supernatural provision and to be by their 
side every step of the recovery process - emotionally, physically, spiritually, and financially. We know that 
You are the refuge in times of trouble, and You care for those who trust in You (Na. 1:7). Please wipe their 
tears and crown them with joy and let all the victims experience a remarkable resurrection from this devas-
tating situation and be able to testify as Job did, "My ears had heard of you, but now my eyes have seen 
you" (Job 42:5). We also ask for many blessings and protection over all the helping hands near and far.    
Father, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven for Your glory. Blessed be the name of the Lord, now 
and forever. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
Rev. Dr. Christina Sung (Conference Prayer Team) 

 
Holy and Almighty Father, you have told us that we would face trials and tribulations, but at times like this, 
we don’t even know what to pray for. We know in times of trouble, you are our refuge and strength. We 
know you are a loving and merciful God whose presence in hard times is a comfort and a source of strength. 
We ask for your Spirit of Comfort and Peace to be on full display to all those suffering in central Texas. We 
lift up every family grieving a loved one and every person still waiting for news about the missing. Surround 
them with comfort and peace that can only come from you. We also ask you to wrap your loving arms 
around those who have survived this tragedy, bringing them your peace. Strengthen and protect the first 
responders and volunteers risking their lives to help. Give them the endurance and wisdom to make each 
decision. Be with the neighboring communities as they begin the long journey of recovery. Bring hope during 
this time of loss, compassion for those in distress, and healing to the brokenhearted.   We ask all of this in 
Christ's holy name.   
Rev. Mike Hader (Conference Prayer Team) 



Father in heaven, You are holy, sovereign, gracious, and merciful. We come before you in tears, turning to 
you for comfort and encouragement. We cry out to you in our grief and pain for your mercy and unending 
love for the families and friends who have lost loved ones due to the flooding in the Hill Country of Texas. We 
are especially pained at the loss of children’s young lives cut short and their parents and families, who are 
struggling with an unthinkable loss. We also lift the children who have lost parents and friends. Father, out 
of these tragedies, we praise you for the heroic, miraculous rescues and selfless acts that have kept some 
from perishing. We give thanks to you for those who sacrificed their own lives, so that others could live.  
Please have mercy on us and our brothers and sisters in Christ. Please place your hand of grace and healing 
on them. Please help each of the communities experience rebirth and renewal in spirit, action, and thought, 
to follow your plans and not their own desires. Please bind the wounds of grief and despair. Please pour out 
your love and care on your people. Cause us to turn to you alone in faith and dependence, guiding our next 
steps, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that you may be glorified. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.  
Alan Campbell (Conference Lay Leader and Prayer Team)   

 

2025 Upper Midwest Conference Mission Trip  

One of our priorities for 2025 is to Grow Global. As followers of Christ, our faith is not just personal—it’s 
deeply communal. Growing Global means serving not only those in our towns, cities, and counties but also 
our brothers and sisters across the globe. As a conference, we’ve decided to focus our global efforts on   part-
nering with the church in South Africa. 
 
We’re thrilled about our first mission trip opportunity through the Upper Midwest Conference partnership 
with South Africa. From November 6-18, 2025, we’ll send a team to South Africa in collaboration with   Bless-
man International. 
 
Please pray for discernment and for the team to be blessed as they connect with and serve the people of 
South Africa. 

 
If you’re interested in joining the team, you can: 
 
Learn more about joining Blessmann International on a mission trip here:                

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqzEAT6WFgE 
 

Sign up here: https://blessmaninternational.servicereef.com/events/blessman-international/open-8                                   
 

Application deadline is August 9, 2025 
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Certified Lay Ministry 
2025 Summer/Fall Session 

 

Laity have long been the stronghold of Methodism 

and essential to the Wesleyan movement.  

John Wesley recognized early the gifts of the laity and called them out raising up new leaders as exhorters, 
class leaders, and lay preachers. Today Certified Lay Ministers serve in a variety of capacities such as provid-
ing pulpit supply, conducting public worship, providing congregational care, serving as church administrator, 
leading small groups, assisting in program leadership, serving as a lay leader, developing new faith communi-
ties and even serving in lead pastoral leadership under the supervision of a clergyperson.  
  
The Global Methodist Church also recognizes the importance of a lay led movement. Therefore, the Global 
Methodist Church has made certified lay ministry a priority in its foundational stages of ministry and provid-
ed this vital leadership path for lay people.   
 
Another 6 months have passed, and the Upper Midwest Conference will be hosting the next session of train-
ing for the Certified Lay Ministry (CLM) program. This program is for professing members (for at least 2 
years) who are in lay leadership with their church, leading a church as a lay person, or are called to further 
their calling to join in said leadership.  

This session will run from July - December 2025.  You will learn more about your calling, understanding the 
church, Bible study, mission and evangelism, and more!  Each class is   1 day and may include pre-work or 
homework after the conclusion of the class. Upon completion of the coursework and other requirements, 
you would be commissioned as a CLM at the 2026 Upper Midwest     Annual Conference. 

You'll find more information about the program and the registration form here:                                       
    https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/certified-lay-ministry 

If you have any further questions, please reach out the CLM Committee 

here: certifiedlayministry@uppermidwestgmc.org 

Does Your Church Need A Website? 

We Have the Help You Need! 
Missed the presentation at Annual Conference or want to 
share the information with others?  

                     Go to the following address: 
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://mcusercontent.com/64124f1d5b1170491 

dea9f3cf/files/658e5010-fe50-1a2d-e99d-aa91968f15d3/ChurchWebsites101.pdf 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuppermidwestgmc.us18.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D64124f1d5b1170491dea9f3cf%26id%3De1e5ae9e7a%26e%3Dcf0d94bb0f&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cec0b43f7d8ba440bd93308ddb8b03f02%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435a
mailto:certifiedlayministry@uppermidwestgmc.org


INTRODUCING GUARDIANS OF THE FAITH 

EPICOPACY VIDEO SERIES 
We’re excited to launch Guardians of the Faith—an 8-week video series from the Assembly of Bishops that 
explores the heart of episcopal leadership in the Global Methodist Church. 

 
Building off the Lessons in Scriptural Holiness, each week, you'll receive a new video and reflection lesson 
in your inbox featuring one of our bishops. The video series focuses on themes like biblical faithfulness, 
spiritual depth, servant leadership, and global mission. 

 
We encourage you to invite your community to join you on this journey. Set aside time each week for pray-
er and reflection as we seek to lead and live with integrity in the Spirit of Christ. 
 
The first video was released yesterday, July 15. 
 
May this series encourage your heart, deepen your calling, and ground your leadership in the truth and love 

Follow us on social media to stay connected throughout the series.  

        

 

GLOBAL METHODIST ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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https://6x7ieqbbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tfVwXkYQGduJ89XjXwrYQRcpH3wweH5O1khavAEvGW69LGKz431Vo_xV7JAvi6XmOQarPOWRa4Ypiyt_AVFG21zR4b-uLN--iGde5frnJSUwlN9NWQQv59BQBXVl02AHaUikVlfYXEUPdFBCEeR7p016Vd_Ui6IP0AttdERVbp4mSb5_Oi3pEw==&c=ZQQz4wl6DEwXm9Zu4x-Mgh7hSzyTsQJ
https://6x7ieqbbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tfVwXkYQGduJ89XjXwrYQRcpH3wweH5O1khavAEvGW69LGKz431Vo2x0SVjr6TPkjFtnm_UdMWm8wa1yqACPk9eENl4VRHvKPvDpE3dfAh5628MdX_AoLHJCKyCgDNqTeYmz7frnPSxwephdKDmr4VsIxt4e_Ooc-yHh3JpP2QI=&c=ZQQz4wl6DEwXm9Zu4x-Mgh7hSzyTsQJHFBXWoP
https://6x7ieqbbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tfVwXkYQGduJ89XjXwrYQRcpH3wweH5O1khavAEvGW69LGKz431Vo2x0SVjr6TPko26KaHWgxWMFTGvsAd3-qMIwGQ4dgkmU69lcj02xRCq4V_MO8XsCRJ3OADgn8cavA-UEjWEw5rpjunH4H7_hteJHgc6aZmDNGnHTTAnbp-r6B4r7j0UP5A==&c=ZQQz4wl6DEwXm9Zu4x-Mgh7hSz
https://6x7ieqbbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tfVwXkYQGduJ89XjXwrYQRcpH3wweH5O1khavAEvGW69LGKz431Vo_xV7JAvi6XmQlG-L5JE0MBXWNwypm83gQJOxUhxkiV0zT6xyGxsn8rxNtTMLU58XagSHyoPyF_XNOzfxE21Bc2eZlb3c4OMI9jciziiVp8aK5ZAjUfW8VCx7M0jCtW41d4HIQVY4cpPbfFf3Ol-qqoO1maLLKH1c
https://6x7ieqbbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tfVwXkYQGduJ89XjXwrYQRcpH3wweH5O1khavAEvGW69LGKz431Voyd469DGCj6GLv4_MBRccGDikG0UVAwPyzQCHuSGzrl5D-4LVJsg86dtAEuQptwqazD-1idsKcCdNkA8pMqxOUnWs2H8dv_vHXiSfNOoPcND&c=ZQQz4wl6DEwXm9Zu4x-Mgh7hSzyTsQJHFBXWoPEG7PuMI_kynx


Be the First to Know!  

Sign up for our Upper Midwest Newsletter 

https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/newsletter 

**Note: The Deadline for Newsletter Articles/Info is 

the 20th of the Month.  

Global Methodist Church “Across the Globe Newsletter 

https://globalmethodist.org/connect/ 

Don't miss out on the latest updates, inspiration, and 

more—delivered straight to your inbox. Sign up now!   

September 17-19, 2025 
New Room Conference 

 
September 22 -26, 2025 

Bishop Webb visits the Upper Midwest 

September 25 -27, 2025 
 Nebraska GMC Gathering 

 
November 6-18, 2025 

        Mission Trip to South Africa 
 

August 30-September 5, 2026 
General Conference, Johannesburg, S Africa 

 
View the full Upper Midwest Calendar here:  

https://uppermidwestgmc.churchcenter.com/
calendar?view=list 

Upper Midwest Prayer Opportunities  

The Upper Midwest Conference 
Daily Noon Prayer 

Can you imagine what would happen in the 
spiritual realm if we prayed the same prayer 

together at noon daily? 
 

Join Us and Let’s Find Out! 

https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/prayer 

Scheduled Zoom Prayer Meetings 
Please click the button below and let us 
know that you would like to join and we 

will send you the link. 
 

Monthly on the 3rd Tuesday 
at 7:00 PM (CST) 

prayer@uppermidwestgmc.org 

MORE INFORMATION 



 

Lovingly walk alongside laity and clergy as they make disciples of Jesus Christ 
who worship passionately, love extravagantly and witness boldly. 
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Upper Midwest Conference 

P.O. Box 53 
Watertown, SD 57201 


