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  Small Towns  
by Rev. James Parks, 

               Upper Midwest Conference Superintendent 
 
For God so loved small towns that He sent His one 
and only Son… 
That’s not how John 3:16 reads, of course—but 
it was the theme of a workshop I attended at the Ex-
ponential Conference last month. I went to four work-
shops, and this one was by far the most encouraging 
and impactful. 
The heart of the workshop was simple: God loves 
small towns, and God longs to reach people in small 
towns.  

Our Upper Midwest crew at Exponential: 
Alec Amosson, Zach Kingery, James Parks,  
Tom Shinkle.  (Not pictured Tracy Winters) 
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                                                                                                                                   (Continued from previous page) 

I’ll admit that when I think about church planting or multiplication, I often focus on population growth. If 
more people are moving in, then surely the need for new churches is obvious. But the workshop reminded 
me that the need is just as great in smaller communities. There are still many people in our rural areas who 
need the love and grace of Jesus. In our conference, we have opportunities to plant churches in growing 
cities—and perhaps even more opportunities in small towns. The harvest is plentiful, if we will only see and 
respond. 
 
The potential impact of a church in a small town can be tremendous—sometimes even greater than in a large 
city, at least in terms of community influence. In a smaller setting, a church plant must naturally engage the 
community, build relationships, and be present in the rhythms of everyday life. That presence makes a differ-
ence. 
 
This is, in many ways, exactly what Advent celebrates. 
Jesus came not to the center of power but to a family in a small rural village. Much of His ministry took place 
in the hill country of Galilee rather than the busy streets of Jerusalem. We rejoice that Jesus came for the 
whole world, just as John 3:16 tells us—but we also remember that He came for each individual, each house-
hold, and each community, whether it has one flashing stoplight or none, whether it is rural, urban, or subur-
ban. Jesus came so that all might know His life and His love. 
 
This Advent season, I am praying for each of our Global Methodist Churches to bear bold witness to the great 
gift of Christmas. God stepped down from eternity to walk our dirt roads, enter our neighborhoods, and 
transform our lives. Every person needs to be reminded that they matter deeply to God, and every communi-
ty—large or small—needs a Jesus-centered, Spirit-filled, disciple-making church to encourage us as we grow 
in holiness. 
 
May you have a Merry Christmas and truly Holy Days. 
  
In CHRIST, 
James Parks 

************************************** 

 

                       Is There Room?  
 by Rev. Zach Kingery, Multiplication Team Leader  
 
Advent confronts us with a question as old 
as Christmas: Is there room? 
When Mary and Joseph arrived, “there was 
no room for them in the inn.” The Son of 
God entered a world too busy, too full, too 
occupied to receive Him. 
 And so we must ask: In your church and in your 

life, is there room for the mission Christ has given 
us?  



                                                                                                                                                (Multiplication Team article continued) 

If we have truly made room for Jesus, it affects every part of who we are - our desires, our pri-
orities, our calendars, our families, our witness. Jesus does not simply call us to believe; He calls 
us to follow. And following Him means surrendering all of our life to the mission He has entrust-
ed to His people: 
  
“Go and make disciples… baptizing them… teaching them to obey everything I have command-
ed.” 
  
Do you simply want what Jesus offers, or do you truly want who Jesus is? 
He offers salvation and new life - praise God. But He is also the One sent from the Father, the 
Son who came as a missionary. As David Livingstone once wrote, “God had an only Son, and He 
was a missionary.” And Jesus Himself says, “As the Father has sent Me, so I am sending you.” 
  
So we ask again: 
Is there room in your life for all of Jesus - not just the gifts He brings, but the mission He 
gives? Is there room in your church to stop doing the “things” of church and truly BE the 
Church? 
  
As we enter Advent and Christmas, may our hearts be stirred anew. Christ has come & Christ 
will come again. And until He returns, He has called and sent us to join Him in His redeeming 
work: 

• to be disciples who make disciples, 
• to be leaders who raise up more leaders, 
• to be a Conference filled with the people called Methodists who are so on fire with 

zeal for the mission of Jesus that we become a place where Every Church Plants. 
  
May we make room - for Christ, for His mission, and for the multiplying work He desires to do 
through us. 
  
Are you, or do you have in your church, laypersons who are passionate about evangelism 
and discipleship? Fill out the Vision Carrier nomination form and work with the Multiplication 
Team to help champion the multiplication vision in your area.  https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/e/1FAlpZLSceGm6LqDe-Y-gkcrhQOSW2i-z_sSxGirhf1YNEfi0AiQah-w/viewform?pli=1 

 Are you and your congregation on mission? 
This honest assessment is intended to help guide prayerful discernment as your church pre-
pares for 2026 vision and direction. https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1ZcOSCDUM0v81LyZsKx7lt8YeGehhcP9l/view?pli=1 

Are you sensing the call to plant a church, start a missional gathering, or simply take a next 
step in making disciples? Please reach out to the Multiplication Team! 
Email us: multiplicationteam@uppermidwestgmc.org 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceGm6LqD3-Y-gkcrhQOSW2i-z_sSxGirhf1YNEfi0AiQah-w/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZcOSCDUM0v81LyZsKx7It8YeGehhcP9l/view?usp=sharing
mailto:multiplicationteam@uppermidwestgmc.org?subject=&body=


 
 Jesus, the Servant King  

by Alan Campbell, Conference Prayer Team       
               & Conference Lay Leader  

“Thus says God, the LORD,  who created the 
heavens and stretched them out, 

who spread out the earth and what comes from 
it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit 

to those who walk in it.” Isaiah 42:5 (ESV) 

     We enter the most blessed seasons of Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas. For me, this year, God’s 
faithfulness, grace, and mercy in seasons of change have been recurring themes. The year began with 
news of a church member’s passing, then a friend’s Lewy body dementia diagnosis, which has devastated 
his family. By contrast, in answer to fervent prayers since Easter, God, in His sovereign will and provision, 
has brought a miraculous healing to a church member and drawn a new believer into God’s family. In each 
instance, I am thankful to God for providing comfort and the blessings of servants who are instruments of 
His grace and mercy. 
     The encouragement and challenge for me is to be fully available in my heart and mind, to respond to 
scripture reading, praying, and, by the leading of the Holy Spirit, to joyfully serve for God’s glory. The tran-
sition from fall to winter has always been a time of encouragement. Every year in the fall since I was a 
child, I look up to the evening sky, anticipating the arrival of the winter constellations. Perhaps, because it 
signifies that Christmas is not far away, and the joy of the birth of Jesus is at hand, and that our Savior 
came as the willing sacrifice for our sins. 
     It has been a year of challenges and blessings. Whether in the face of opposition or ongoing strife in 

each of our lives, God is faithful. How will I be an encouragement and help to others that God places in my 

path? How will I bring glory to God today? Who is the Holy Spirit leading me towards? How will I respond? 

On the evening of November 11th, there was a rare display of the North-

ern Lights. I was reminded of God’s glory and His created order, and am 

encouraged to keep looking up. What a blessing! Psalm 19:1 reads, “The 

Law of the LORD is Perfect to the choirmaster. The heavens declare the 

glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.” Amen!!  

Let’s pray.  Gracious Father, You are holy, sovereign, omniscient, omnipo-
tent, omnipresent, righteous, faithful, and truthful. Please forgive and 
have mercy 
on us when we fall short of who you are calling us to be. Thank you for 

the blessing of our leaders, members, fellow servants, churches, and min-

istries in the Upper Midwest Conference. Father, we are so thankful that 

you sent Jesus to us as the Savior of the world and the Servant King.      

      Thank You for calling us and giving us the desire to serve You. Thank You for Your comfort, patience, 

mercy, love, forgiveness, guidance, peace, and grace. Jesus, please help us to be humble, thankful, enthu-

siastic servants of Your grace and mercy, and to be Your light in the darkness as we bring our lives as a dai-

ly offering of worship to the King. In the name of Jesus, the Christ! Amen. 



 

1. We always need to read the Bible in context. In my earliest days as a Christian, I noticed that most people 

talked about the Bible a verse at a time. It gave the impression that each verse is totally self-contained and 

had nothing to do with what came before it or after it. It almost made it seem like it was silly for, say, the 

letters of Paul, to be so long because what really mattered were a few verses. The rest of the stuff was still 

there, but we never really looked at it.  

     By contrast, Wesley made it clear that we had to keep reading and make sure that we didn’t become 

blinded by our first impressions. Two moments stick out to me in a big way. First, in his sermon on “Christian 

Perfection,” Wesley points out that, just a few verses after Paul says that he has “not already obtained it or 

have already become perfect” (Philippians 3:12), he says, “Let us, therefore, as many as are per-

fect…” (Philippians 3:15). As such, he writes about how Christians, by grace through faith, can be made per-

fect, and in which ways they can not be made perfect in this life.  

     The other is how Wesley diffuses a criticism by a “Rev. Dr. Horne,” who accused him of pitting Paul, who 

says “Abraham was justified by faith,” against James, who wrote “Abraham was justified by works.” Of 

course, the real issue is not what Wesley says but what the Bible says, but Wesley’s point was that, if we read 

both arguments carefully, we find that Paul and James are making two different but complementary points. 

Paul says that we need a living faith to be justified before we can do our first really good work. James is say-

ing that we cannot be justified by a dead faith that does not impact the way we live. On the surface, they 

seem contradictory, but if we keep reading the context, we realize there is no contradiction.  

2. We must not confuse orthodoxy with living faith. This is especially important for me as the Global Meth-

odist Church is determined to preserve theological orthodoxy. At the beginning of Wesley’s sermon on the 

Trinity, he writes, “Whatsoever the generality of people may think, it is certain that opinion is not religion: 

No, not right opinion; assent to one, or to ten thousand truths. There is a wide difference between them: 

Even right opinion is as distant from religion as the east is from the west. Persons may be quite right in their 

opinions, and yet have no religion at all; and, on the other hand, persons may be truly religious, who hold 

many wrong opinions.”   

 

 

What I Have Learned from John Wesley 

by Rev. Dr. Travis Stevick 
Pastor, Grace Methodist Church, Marcus, IA 

                          youtube.com/tstevick1 •  

                      traviststevick.substack.com 

As we finish out this year, I wanted to share some of 
the things I have learned from John Wesley, the 
founder of the Methodist movement. There are many 
things we can learn from him about the gospel. We 
have and will consider those as well. However, I 
wanted to share a few of the very practical things I 
have learned from Wesley.  

http://youtube.com/tstevick1
https://travisstevick.substack.com/


    Women’s Ministry in the Upper Midwest  
by Becky Heeren, Upper Midwest Conference Coordinator for  

Global Methodist Women’s Ministries 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!”  
- Philippians 4:4 NIV 

We are grateful for all of you who support Women’s Ministry in 
your local churches and in our wonderful Upper Midwest Confer-

ence! We encourage you to read this following update of the 
Global Methodist Women’s Ministry and how the larger church is 

joining us in celebrating ministry among women. 

His point, of course, is not that theological convictions don’t matter (in fact, he is building up to the point that 
some, like the Trinity, are at the core of what it means to be Christian and indispensable), but that orthodox 
theology does not guarantee living faith. It would be best, of course, to have orthodox theology and a living 
faith, but we should always have humility about our claims to orthodoxy. Wesley’s warning is clear in his ser-
mon on having a Catholic Spirit. “Although every man necessarily believes that every particular opinion which 
he holds is true; (for to believe any opinion is not true, is the same thing as not to hold it;) yet can no man be 
assured that all his own opinions taken together, are true.” I strive for orthodoxy, but I will not stake my sal-
vation on my having gotten everything right. I stake my salvation on nothing and no one but Christ! 
  
3. Faith is an issue of the heart as much as the head. Related to that last lesson, Wesley taught me, more 
firmly than anyone else in my life, of the importance that faith be lived and not merely thought. When I was 
in college, I saw the leading lights of the Christian community among the students arguing with each other as 
if what God wanted most for us was the ability to pass a rigorous theological examination. What Wesley 
showed me, in his writings and in his example, is that we must have what he called “heart religion,” a faith 
that transforms us. 
  
This is essentially the Wesleyan emphasis on holiness in different words. In “The Nature, Design, and General 
Rules of the United Societies,” where Wesley spelled out what was expected of the Methodists, this is what 
we read (the full text can be found on page 21 of the 2024 Book of Doctrines and Discipline, PDF edition): 
“There is only one condition previously required of those who desire admission into these societies: ‘a desire 
to flee from the wrath to come, and to be saved from their sins.’ But wherever this is really fixed in the soul it 
will be shown by its fruits.” 
  
Methodists have occasionally been accused of teaching salvation by our works because of the emphasis on 
holiness, but that is not how Wesley taught. For Wesley, all the calls to obedience and holiness were made 
on the assumption that the person has received the grace of God. The call is never, “If you want to be saved, 
you had better do this and that.” It is always, “If your life belongs to God, if you are following Christ, if you 
have the Holy Spirit dwelling inside of you, it cannot help but impact your life!” It was always intended to be 
a reminder of the power and triumph of grace. 
 There are many things that Wesley can teach us, and it is worth learning all we can, but these are a few 
things that Wesley championed, not just once, but over and over again, that have made an impact on me. 
They have made me more committed to Christ, more committed to a life transformed by the Spirit, and more 
committed to submitting all of my life to the whole length and breadth of Scripture. 
  
May this beautiful Wesleyan tradition be a comfort, encouragement, and challenge to you as one year draws 

to a close and a new one begins! 

************************************** 



                                                                                                                                                                               (continued from previous page) 

A New Day for Women’s Ministry by Katy Kiser     (modified and used with permission)  

The Global Methodist Church Women’s Ministry is actively connecting women within annual conferences, 
establishing a prayerful network attuned to the leading of the Holy Spirit. As the Global Methodist Church 
formed and approached its official launch in May 2022, dedicated leaders in Methodism began to pray and 
envision a renewed, empowered Methodist movement. One important question emerged: “Will the GMC 
offer something official for women?” It was always clear that women would play significant roles as both 
clergy and laity within the GMC. During the time of the Wesleyan Covenant Association, women leaders initi-
ated dialogue and prayer, seeking God’s direction for women’s ministry in what would become the GMC. 
Isaiah 43:18-20 provided inspiration: “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a 
new thing!” This “new thing” for women was a ministry focused on prayer, following the Holy Spirit, spiritual 
growth, renewed commitment to the Great Commission, and engagement with the Methodist movement. 
 
Under the guidance of the provisional leadership team, led by Rev. Keith Boyette, Global Methodist Wom-
en’s Ministries was established. Co-chairpersons Judy Graham and Katy Kiser were appointed, who then 
formed a task force of women representing local churches worldwide. The team’s first priority was to ensure 
alignment with the mission and vision statements of the GMC. They identified coordinators for each annual 
conference and developed resources for local churches. 
 
Today, annual conference coordinators are making meaningful connections for women. Their creativity in-
spires women both in their own conferences and beyond. For example, one conference has developed re-
sources on Wesleyan distinctives for use weekly or monthly. Another holds an annual luncheon featuring 
prominent female speakers. Yet another conference brought together over 700 women for a day-long re-
treat. The possibilities are continually expanding. Women have a unique and important role within the 
church. As Bishop Carolyn Moore has stated, “Men and women are built for partnership.” Through this part-
nership, the Global Methodist Women’s Ministry unites with the GMC as a whole to create community and 
meaningful connections for women. 

  Connect with Women on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/1011329353896024 

  Email us at Rejoice.gmc@gmail.com 

************************************** 

 

                UPPER MIDWEST ANNOUNCEMENTS  

If your Church is looking to make a year 
end gift, please consider supporting 

the Upper Midwest Conference in one or 
more of these areas: 

South Africa, Ethnic Ministry, Seminary 
Scholarships, Church Plants 

You can give online on the Upper Midwest Conference Website  https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/give  
Or if you prefer mailing please note our new giving address on the following page and be sure to note your 
check in the memo section with your chosen ministry. 

https://www.globalmethodist.org/a-new-day-for-women-s-ministry
http://uppermidwestgmc.org/give


 

                            We Have A New Mailing Address! 

Our new mailing address for the Upper Midwest Conference 
including Connectional Funding payments is: 

Upper Midwest Conference 
PO Box  113 

Enon, OH 45323 
Please begin using this address effective immediately and bear with us 

as payments sent recently to the old address may be delayed in processing and clearing your bank due to 
mail forwarding 

Please make sure the Treasurer of your Church 
has this important information.. 

************************************* 
GLOBAL METHODIST ANNOUNCEMENTS  

General Conference 2026 
 

As we look ahead to the 2026 Global Methodist Church Gen-
eral Conference, you won’t want to miss the latest updates 

and resources being shared!   The Beauty of Holiness 
2026 website is your go-to destination for news, event de-
tails, registration information, and insights to help you pre-
pare for this historic gathering of Methodists from around 
the world. Visit www.beautyofholiness2026.org to stay in-
formed, get inspired, and join the movement of spreading 

scriptural holiness across the globe.  

Please go to the Nov/Dec prayer guide at:  

https://irp.cdn-website.com/4829cd2f/files/

uploaded/ENGLISH_NovDecPrayerPoints.pdf 

Please pray the following prayer points for the 2026 General Conference gathering of the 
Global Methodist Church: 
PLANNING FOR THE BEST USE OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES according to God’s provision, wis-
dom, and stewardship. 
“And my God will fully satisfy every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Je-
sus.” -Philippians 4:19 

       

https://www.beautyofholiness2026.org/


 Prayer for General Conference 2026, cont. 
 
DELEGATES in place and those who will be voted as delegates in the coming months. 
 
“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him.” -Colossians 3:17 
 
VOLUNTEERS who will serve at the General Conference. 
 
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.” - Matthew 5:16 
 
THE GLORY OF GOD to be manifest at the General Conference and in all the work leading up to and during 
the Conference. 
 
“And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glo-
ry.’” - Isaiah 6:3 
 
“WORSHIP THE LORD IN HOLY SPLENDOR; TREMBLE BEFORE HIM, ALL THE EARTH.”  – Psalm 96:9 

**************************************** 
Connectional Conversations: Petitions  

Did You Miss It? 

It’s okay…We’ve got you covered! 
 

Go to:  
https://www.globalmethodist.org/connectional-

conversations 

                                MORE INFORMATION  

Subscribe by going to: 

https://www.globalmethodist.org/connect 

**Note: The Deadline for Newsletter Articles/Info 
is the 20th of the Month. 

Don't miss out on the latest updates, inspiration, and  
more-delivered straight to your inbox. Sign up now! 

Subscribe by going to:                                                 

https:www.uppermidwestgmc.org/newsletter  



                                                        Important Dates 

 
June 19-21, 2026 
Upper Midwest  

Annual Conference 
 

August 30-September 5, 
2026 

General Conference in  
Johannesburg, South Africa 

For the full Conference Calendar, go to:  https://uppermidwestgmc.churchcenter.com/

calendar?view=list 

**************************************** 
Upper Midwest Prayer Opportunities 

The Upper Midwest Conference 
Daily Noon Prayer 

 
Can you imagine what would happen in 

the spiritual realm if we prayed the 
same prayer together at noon daily? 

 

Join Us and Let’s Find Out! 

Join us at:  https://
www.uppermidwestgmc.org/prayer 

Scheduled Zoom Prayer Meetings 
 

Please let us know that you would like to 
join and we will send you the link. 

 
Monthly on the 3rd Tuesday 

at 7:00 PM (CST) 

Let us know at:  
prayer@uppermidwestgmc.org  



Lovingly walk alongside laity and clergy as they make disciples of Jesus Christ  
who worship passionately, love extravagantly and witness boldly. 
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Upper Midwest Conference 

P.O. Box 113 
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