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Our Partner Conference

by Rev. James Parks, Upper Midwest Conference

Superintendent

| am not gifted as a handyman. | have learned that it is usually easier, faster,
and more cost effective for me to hire a professional than to try to repair or
build things on my own. This is just not an area of strength for me.

When | go on mission trips that have a building project, | love doing the hard
work, but | am usually filling the “gopher” role. | go for this, and | go for that. |
make sure the real handy people have all the supplies they need. | can follow
their instructions and take care of tasks for them. | even get them water or
food as needed. | have found that these contributions are in my skill set and
help the projects get accomplished.

Thinking about how | work with others reminds me of the importance of good
partners. Good partners mutually support and encourage each

other. Good partners compliment each other and move projects forward
together because of the gifting of each partner. The Global Methodist
Church is passionate about growing partnerships around the globe.

This November is going to be a partner growing month for the Upper
Midwest Conference. At our Annual Conference we approved a partnership
with the South Africa Conference of the Global Methodist Church. Our
partnership has also expanded to include the Florida Conference as they too
will partner with South Africa. This month, with Bishop Webb, members from
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our conference and the Florida Conference, will head to South Africa to learn
more about our partners across the ocean.

Our team of Ross Reinhiller, Norma Morrison, and | will be traveling to South
Africa November 13th — 24th. We will attend their annual conference and
assist in some training for lay people and clergy. We will also visit several
churches and Blessman Ministry while in the country. Our purpose is to
represent the global nature of our church and learn more about our
partners. This will help us see the gifts we have that may strengthen their
ministry, and discover the gifts they have to strengthen ours. Together we
will become more fruitful for God’s kingdom.

Our hope is this partnership will lead to having a team from South Africa join
us for our Annual Conference in June. We are also looking forward to future
teams heading to South Africa through Blessman Ministries and other
connections that will grow.

Our team is excited to start getting to know our partners and look forward to
connecting them within our conference.

| want to invite you to join in building this partnership in two ways.

1) Pray for our partners. Pray for the trip and the connections that will be
made. Pray for the ministry of the South Africa Conference, their pastors,
leaders and laity. Also ask God what your part of the partnership will be.

2) Give towards this partnership. It will take resources to strengthen our
connection. We have some funds from our conference budget (a tithe), but
our goal is to at least double that amount through covenantal giving. This
would be an additional $40,000. This month these funds will be used to
offset the cost of South Africa hosting our team. Please consider how your
church or you personally might make a special offering in support of our
partners in South Africa.

You Can Give Here!
https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/give




Thanksgiving

by Rev. Ross Reinhiller, Upper Midwest Conference Assistant

Superintendent

“Give thanks to the Lord and forget not his benefits.”
Psalm 103:2

November is a month of thanksgiving beginning with All Saints Day and
ending with Christ the King Sunday. Sandwiched in the middle are Election
Day, Veterans Day, and Thanksgiving. We would be remised if we did not
take a moment in thanks and gratitude to remember all the blessings of
our lives.

We are blessed by those whose faith set a firm foundation. We are blessed
by those who live out the faith daily before us. We are blessed to vote freely,
choosing those to govern us and represent us. We are especially blessed by
those who are willing to pay the ultimate sacrifice so that we may exercise
the freedom to worship and to vote.

We are blessed to serve the living God. We celebrate his benefits being
preserved by his mighty hand, guided by his ever-present Spirit. We are
saved by his Son and made holy through his transforming power. We worship
our King and celebrate his kingdom both here on earth and in heaven.

So, we remember: Give thanks to the Lord and forget not his benefits!




Call to Prayer!

| believe many of us experienced God moving as we watched the Global
Methodist Church's first General Conference via livestream.

Thank God for the delegates’ hard work on the legislation and the adding of
more organization to help us become a more solid state. One of the
highlights was the worship time; | experienced God when people sang, read
the Bible, and prayed in many languages, yet one Spirit as one global church. |
feel like | experienced a glimpse of Pentecost in Acts 2.

| thank God for all intercessors like you who prayed faithfully the 40 days
before the General Conference and all during the Conference. We prayed
that God alone would be glorified, and God answered! Praise the Lord!

Trust God when we pray because God is working even if we don't feel or see
it. After the United Methodist Church’s General Conference 2024 in April, the
Korean Christians and Church in South Korea decided to have

a National Spiritual Awakening Gathering on 10/27/24 in Seoul, Korea, where 2
million people across denominations will gather to worship God, repent, and

pray.

Lord have mercy, and may this Spirit move throughout the nations, |
pray.



When we look around our church, neighborhood, and the world, there are
more problems than ever, let alone our denomination just starting and needs
much of God's help. What do you think God is telling us?

Exodus 17 reads, "When Moses' arms grew tired, Aaron and Hur brought a
stone
for him to sit on, while they stood beside him and held up his arms, holding
them.” Do you hear God call you to be an Aaron or Hur?
He counts on us, and we count on you.

With that Spirit, | invite you to join us in praying together.
Every 2nd Tuesday at 7:00 PM (CT)

If God nudges you to join us in prayer please email me for the Zoom link.
Christina Sung at revcsung@gmail.com, or visit our Conference website

uppermidwestgmc.org.

Please use November prayer points for you/your church prayer meeting.

The Prayer points for this month:

1. Praise and thank God for His work and presence during the General
Conference, and for all volunteers

2. God's wisdom, insights & guidance for the new bishops and leaders of
the Conferences & Shanna Pinkerton, our Conference Administrative
Assistant, for her hard work

3. Outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon our lives and all churches in our
Conference

4. Every church has a prayer meeting and more prayer warriors in the
GMC

5. Good teamwork between the pastors and laity

6. God's provisions and help for the victims of disasters so they may find
hope in Christ

7. Emotional, physical, and spiritual health for all the Conference families
and churches

8. Election for USA that God's will be done and all has a blessed
Thanksgiving and a safe trip


mailto:revcsung@gmail.com?subject=&body=
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You can also find more information on the Upper Midwest
Conference Website under "Prayer& Intercession”

https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/prayer

MULTIPLICATION
TEAM

UPDATE

Multiplication Team Update
Rev. Zach Kingery, Multiplication Team

Pray!
« Renewal Training with the New Church Starts
o We have 11 new church starts in our Conference which are

congregations made up of those who were not able to
disaffiliate, yet still chose to exit their previous denomination in
order to worship in alignment with biblical, orthodox Christian
and Methodist beliefs. On October 14 three of our New Church
Starts began Renewal Training which is cohort based training via
Zoom led by Dirt Roads Network. The leadership teams and
pastors of these churches will meet for a total of O sessions
with the goal to guide them to better understand their roles as
spiritual leaders, discern their mission field, and be missionary
disciples who raise up and send out missionary disciples.
Please keep them in your prayers:

= First Global Methodist Church of Tiffin, Tiffin IA

= Faithful Community Church, Corning IA


https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/prayer

= Redeeming Grace Church, Sioux Falls SD

Get Involved
e Speaking Schedule
o Is your congregation hearing the call to become multipliers? Are
you interested in starting new ministries, multiplying your
ministries, or becoming a church that plants? Or do you know
that those seeds need to be planted in your congregation?
Then reach out to the Multiplication Team about getting on the
speaking schedule so we can meet with your leadership team,
lead a workshop, and/or preach about multiplication and
planting. Email contact@uppermidwestgmec.org with

“Multiplication” in the subject
e Monthly Multiplier Zoom Call - Starting January 2025
o Join in with other multipliers and leaders in our Conference on a
monthly Zoom call where we discuss multiplication practices,
encourage one another, and get inspired to see Every Church
Plant. Mark your calendars for the 3rd Saturday of the month
at 10AM Central.

Get Inspired
Missionaries called to the Post-Christendom Frontier

The Methodist circuit riders of old faced the frontier of America and saw
themselves as missionaries, not because they were clergy but because they
were Methodist. One of my favorite quotes is from the circuit rider Thomas
Ware. When asked by a stranger if he were a missionary “l replied that | am a
Methodist, and we are all missionaries.”

Friends, the frontier still exists. Not a frontier of a land to be settled but of
hearts to be won for Christ. America is a mission field and we must be
congregations who realize God has called and is equipping us to be
missionaries to a post-Christian culture, not chaplains to Christendom. (From
the Steeple to the Street p. 8, Collins 2016).

Missionaries are a people who are called and sent and we should take
seriously the word of God where we are told “As the Father has sent me, | am
sending you.” (John 20:21) When realizing that the people who needed to be
reached for the Gospel were not being reached, John Wesley faced a
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decision to continue with the status-quo or surrender his preferences to the
authority and calling of Christ. There was a mission field which was
essentially out in a field. “At four in the afternoon | submitted to be more vile,
and proclaimed in the highways the glad tidings of salvation..” John Wesley
April 2,1739 (journal entry).

Will we as congregations and as pioneering Methodists submit ourselves
to be more vile and follow Wesley’s example of surrendering our
preferences to the calling of Christ? Will we surrender to the leading of the
Holy Spirit and be disciples who make disciples in Sunday School and at the
hair salon, in the backroom of a bar and the classroom of a school, in our
homes and in the local 4-H building, or wherever and however the Lord
leads?

The desire in our Conference to see every church plant isn’t so we can
celebrate the number of churches planted, it is so we can rejoice in
knowing that lives are being transformed and eternities changed as
disciples of Jesus are made. A formative part of seeing every church plant
is raising up and sending out those missionary disciples and that happens
through integrating a pioneering mentality in all that we do. We must be
asking our congregations questions and then helping them find ways to say
yes to the Lord. Questions like:

e« Who are you called to reach?

e How will you reach them?

« What can you start today?

e Who has God also called to be a part of this?

The frontier still exists and there are people in our congregations that are
called to reach those who do not yet know Jesus as their Savior, and they
might possibly be called to do it in ways you and | have never thought or

dreamed of.

There might not be a map for how they are called to build the church but
that is part of the joy of raising up and sending out pioneering, missionary
disciples - they are blazing the trail as they follow the leading of Holy
Spirit. So dream big, start small, and start now.

“If | had asked people what they wanted, they would have said faster
horses.”
- Henry Ford



As disciples you are called and sent, so don’t be afraid to try something
different. Remember: Every church plants. Yes, that means you.
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Mission Vision

de laity a cle ey Every church is instrumental, and every leader is
effective in sharing the saving and transforming Good
News of Jesus Christ

Annual Charge Conference Forms

One of the spiritual gifts Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians 12 is the gift of
administration. People with this gift can manage, organize, and coordinate
people and resources. These gifted people set goals and create order from
chaos. Paul reminds us how important these gifts are to the Body of Christ.

| have been leaning into people with these gifts to help us develop the forms
for our annual charge conferences in the Upper Midwest Conference. Our
Transition Book of Doctrine and Discipline calls the charge conference the
connection between the local church and conference. Each charge is to
gather annually for the ministry of administration.

These forms are not perfect. (We are still less than a year old.) They are
meant to assist each church in gathering information vital to the
ministries of the local church. This time, we are requesting extra basic



information as we try to compile accurate information from each church as
we have all experienced much change over the last 12 months or more. Much
of the information for these forms are not for the use of the conference,
rather to help the local church gather the information they need to function
as an organization.

You can find these forms on our
Conference website under resources then forms.

https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/forms
Please be in contact with your presiding elder with the questions you have.

In CHRIST,
Rev. James E. Parks

Enter your email

Password

Email Phishing

Important Security Notice

Recently there has been an increase in instances of phishing emails that
appear to be from Global Methodist Church staff. To ensure the safety of
your information, we wanted to share this important reminder from our


https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/forms

friends at Great Lakes Annual Conference. Please stay alert and take
precautions when receiving unexpected emails.

From: Global Methodist Church <admin@globalmethodist.rest>
Date: Tue, Oct 22, 2024 at 3:14 PM

Subject: Government Information Regarding The Church

To:

Hello,

This is an important secured information for all the clergies. It is very important you access
the PDF content from the government and opportunities regarding the church and revert as
soon as you can.

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out.

Best regards,
© Great Lakes Conference of the Global Methodist Church

One attachment - Scanned by Gmail ®
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Gertified Lay Ministry

Certified Lay Ministry

Laity have long been the stronghold of Methodism and essential to the
Wesleyan movement. John Wesley recognized early the gifts of the laity and
called them out raising up new leaders as exhorters, class leaders, and lay
preachers. Today Certified Lay Ministers serve in a variety of capacities such
as providing pulpit supply, conducting public worship, providing
congregational care, serving as church administrator, leading small groups,
assisting in program leadership, serving as a lay leader, developing new faith
communities and even serving in lead pastoral leadership under the
supervision of a clergyperson.

The Global Methodist Church also recognizes the importance of a lay led
movement. Therefore, the GMC has made certified lay ministry a priority in
its foundational stages of ministry and provided this vital leadership path for
lay people.

Being certified as a lay minister lets others know that you have committed to
a journey of spiritual and educational growth and want to serve Jesus Christ
in an extraordinary way.

Beginning on December 7, we will be holding the next session of a virtual lay
ministry school which will fulfill all the educational requirements for
certification. Our 2024-2025 Winter/Spring school will be held via ZOOM and



a link will be provided prior to each class session. Classes will be one
Saturday a month for six months from 9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. CDT.

You can find the Registration Form and more information on our Conference website

https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/certified-lay-ministry

Registration is open from September 1-November 15, 2024

Registration forms should be returned to:
Jodi Cataldo

CLM/LayMinistry School Director
Upper Midwest Conference of the GMChurch
3920 S. Terry Ave., Apt. 36
Sioux Falls, SD 57106

Jodi.cataldo@gmail.com

NEW APPOINTMENTS

Dallas Rostad

Ackley Church in Ackley, MN

View the updated list of appointments, churches, and districts in the
Upper Midwest conference on our Conference Website
https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org
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Sharing Good News

We want to hear from you! There are good ministries and exciting events
happening all over our conference - and we want you to share them with us
so we can spread the good news.

Take a minute or two and fill out this quick form to celebrate something
going on in your local congregation, or in another local GM Church in your

area.

Let's get excited about how God is using us in this season!

You can Share Your Story here: https://form.jotform.com/242467999461171
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ANNOUNCED BY GLOBAL EPISCOPACY
COMMITTEE

Assignment of Bishops Announced

Bishop Assignments Are Here! The Global Episcopacy Committee (GEC) is

pleased to announce new bishop assignments, reflecting a vision for global

outreach and unity. Starting November 1, they’ll lead us in spreading Christ’s
holiness worldwide.

The GEC invites the whole Church to join us in continued prayer for our
bishops in this new season of ministry as they lead us in our shared mission
“to make disciples of Jesus Christ and spread scriptural holiness across the

globe.”



Bishop Mark Webb has been assigned to the Upper Midwest Conference!

You can read the full announcement here.
https://globalmethodist.org/global-episcopacy-committee-announces-
bishopassignments/?fbclid=IwY2xjawGROoFleHRUA2FIbQIxMAABHYwbIulSCo
xIYWQRQ81X2ZIKUTewbDMNNgkgnOG6iQL1310bRIP3VXxMwUg_aem_1VUugd
BTjdNA5tGlyK45Lw

NEW ADDRESS
FOR FINANCIAL

GIVING

SEND CONTRIBUTIONS TO:

GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH - Q

’(' FINANCIALS

9 PO BOX 1360 | KING GEORGE, VA 22485

Address Update

Important Update: New Mailing Address for Donations and Connectional
Funding Payments

Please note our new address for General Church Connectional Funding and
mailed-in financial contributions:

Global Methodist Church - Financials
P.O. Box 1360
King George, VA 22485



Thank you for your continued generosity and support in spreading scriptural
holiness across the globe!
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Important Dates to

Be the First to Know! Remember
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Sign up for our Newsletter

June 13-15, 2025
Annual Conference
https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org/new

sletter

**Note: The Deadline for Newsletter
Articles/Info is the 20th of the Month.

“Crossroads” Email Newsletter Prayer Update

CROSSROADS-

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE GLOBAL METHODIST GHURCH

Stay up to date on events, articles,
Please find the Upper Midwest

and more from Global Methodist
Conference Noon Pravyer

Church communications. Click
below to subscribe to these
weekly emails sharing stories and
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opportunities from across our new
denomination.

You can sign up here:

https://globalmethodist.org/connect/
#newsletter

introduced at the Annual
Conference on the Conference
website

https://www.uppermidwestgmc.org
/prayer

Monthly Prayer Zoom
Meeting: Every 2nd Tuesday at
7:00 PM (CT). Email Christina
Sung for the Zoom link
revesung@gmail.com

Facebook Page

)
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Follow us on Facebook
Upper Midwest Global Methodist Church

We are excited to announce
that we have launched a
Facebook Page for our
conference. We would love for
you to visit, like, follow, and
share this page with others.
Our Facebook Page will be
used to share upcoming
events, updates, and ministry
highlights from across our
states.

https://www.facebook.com/people/
Upper-Midwest-Global-Methodist-
Church/61560495272933/

NEW YouTube Channel

)

Follow us on Youtube

@UpperMidwestConferenceMedia

Check out our new YouTube
channel and Subscribe to keep up
to date! Watch the most recent
video - The GMChurch Convening
Conference Recap from
October 13!

@UpperMidwestConferenceMedia
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Lovingly walk alongside laity and clergy as they make disciples of Jesus Christ

who worship passionately, love extravagantly and witness boldly.
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