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Upper Midwest Conference
Lay Ministry School Course Syllabus
Advanced Preaching 
November 14, 2026

Instructor Information

Name: 	Pastor Michael McInnis
Telephone: 	(402) 651-5425
E-mail:	pm360life@gmail.com    
Availability: 	Please contact via text or e-mail; we can set up an appt. to visit by phone as 
needed.

Course Description/Overview

We will engage with the course texts and other recommended resources in order to:
· deepen our preaching skills through a study of preaching methodology; 
· discuss various sermon types and styles; and 
· develop a lifelong commitment to studying God’s Word for both personal growth and growth as a preacher,
in order to remain relevant in the pulpit, the classroom, small groups and other places where we have the opportunity to interpret, teach and apply the scriptures.

Course Learning Objectives

Interact with the two class textbooks, discuss the major concepts, ideas, principles and methods presented by the authors. Please bring your three top take-aways (most helpful, challenging, etc.,) from each book to share and discuss with the class.

Be prepared to evaluate and discuss your current preaching practices with regard to the major concepts, ideas, principles and methods from our texts. 

Evaluate and discuss the various sermon approaches: deductive, expository, inductive, narrative, topical, verse-by-verse, etc. 

Explore topics to preach regularly/annually, e.g.: Advent/Christmas; Lent/Easter; Stewardship/Money; Doctrines; Wesleyan emphases; etc. Discuss lectionary preaching versus series preaching and the value of each.

Interact with John Wesley’s sermon, The Scripture Way of Salvation, as an introduction into how Wesley understands our salvation experience through scripture (the gospel message). Explore how to make Wesley’s theology in this sermon relevant for listeners today.

Discuss the character, devotional and spiritual life of the preacher and its impact on his/her preaching witness. What “sermon” (gospel) is your life “preaching”?
Course Resources

Preaching in the Spirit, by Dennis F. Kinlaw (Available at francisasburysociety.com)  
ISBN 978-159317522-1 

Biblical Preaching: The Development and Delivery of Expository Messages, Fourth 
Edition (2025) by Haddon W. Robinson (Available on Amazon) ISBN-13: ‎ 978-1540967916

The Scripture Way of Salvation (1765), John Wesley, available in various 
collections of Wesley’s sermons or here online: https://wesley.nnu.edu/john- wesley/the-sermons-of-john-wesley-1872-edition/sermon-43-the-scripture-way-of-salvation

What Makes a Good Sermon by David F. Watson, July 31, 2025 (accessed 
8/12/2026) at https://davidfwatson3.substack.com/p/what-makes-a-good-
sermon 

Assignments

Pre-Class Assignments

Please submit a video of yourself preaching two weeks prior to our class date. A Vimeo, YouTube or Facebook page link are acceptable formats. These can be sent to me at my email address above. If students are not able to provide a video, then a fully written sermon manuscript will be sufficient.

Class Assignments

Additionally, please provide a video of yourself preaching after the class. Once again, if this is not possible whatsoever, then substitute a fully written sermon manuscript.
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